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May 2018 

 

Asian Hornet Identified in Lancashire 

 

The National Bee Unit has con-
firmed a sighting of the Asian 
hornet in the Bury area of Lan-
cashire.  It was spotted by a 
member of the public in a cau-
liflower, which has since been 
traced back to Boston, Lincoln-
shire.  

The Asian hornet is smaller 
than our native hornet and poses no greater risk to human health than 
a bee.  However, they do pose a risk to honeybees and work is already 
underway to identify any nests, which includes setting up a surveillance 
zone and traps in the two identified locations and deploying bee in-
spectors to visit local beekeepers.                         

This is the first confirmed sighting since last year, when a nest was dis-
covered in Woolacombe in North Devon.  That Asian hornet incursion 
was successfully contained by bee inspectors who promptly tracked 
down and destroyed the nest.   

Bee inspectors from APHA National Bee Unit will be carrying out sur-
veillance and monitoring in a 1-2 km radius around the initial sighting. 
Additional monitoring and surveillance will be carried out in the Boston 
area where the cauliflower was grown.   

If you suspect you have seen an Asian hornet you can report this using 
the iPhone and Android app ’Asian Hornet Watch’ or by emailing 
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk.  Identification guides and more information 
are available here.       

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/asian-hornet-outbreak-contained-in-devon
mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/index.cfm?id=4


Another excellent event with  the added benefit of fine weather 
- something we have not enjoyed for a few years.  However, it 
was disappointing that the 10 colonies of bees registered for 
sale were all withdrawn before the event or failed to turn up on 
the day.  Nonetheless, we sold all the 300 lots registered for 
sale by the 31 vendors and all appeared happy with the prices 
paid. 
 
I have received many very positive comments about the event.  
It is heartening to see how well the members from the four divi-
sions work together to support the Auction.  My sincere thanks 
to all who contributed so much to the success of this annual event.  The generous use of your time is ap-
preciated.  The contribution made to the County Association funds, although not as high as in previous 
years, has been significant.  The plant stall, tombola, refreshments table, cake stall, donations and the 
sale of catalogues all contributed to the financial result.  Although profit is not the first consideration, the 
surplus funds generated by the Auction enable us to subsidise the Convention and support research into 
bee diseases as we are currently doing with the BDI project. 
 
Thank you all. 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk   

Bee Market & Auction Review 
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Do You Recognise This Hat? 

Do you recognise this hat?  It was left in the Sussex Restau-
rant  at Brinsbury on Saturday 21st April following the Auc-
tion. 
 
If this is your hat please get in touch with me and I will ar-
range to return it to you. 
 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk   
 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th May - Regular Saturday morning meetings at the Pease Pottage 

teaching apiary from 9:30 am. 

Further details from Debbie Rowland: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 8th May - ‘Bee Diseases Recognition’ with Diane 

Steele, Seasonal Bee Inspector, at the Fishbourne Centre, Black-
boy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Sunday 20th May - ‘Brinsbury Country Fayre’.  Brinsbury Campus, North Heath, Pulborough, RH20 

1DL.  https://chichester.ac.uk/brinsbury-show 11am to 4pm. 
Details of the Division’s events from Tess Clarke: secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Sunday 6th & 13th, Saturday 19th & 26th May - Meetings at the teaching apiary from 2pm.   

Further details from Len Lewis: secretary@worthingbeekeepers.org.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Saturday 19th May - ‘Sussex Beekeepers’ Association Annual Bee Festi-

val’.  Heathfield Community College, Old Heathfield, TN21 8RJ.  See article 
in this newsletter. 
 

Thursday 7th - Saturday 9th June - ‘South of England Show’.  South of England Showground, Selsfeld 

Road, Ardingly, RH17 6TL.  See article in the March newsletter.   
www.seas.org.uk/info/exhibiting/south-of-england-show-trade-information/ 
 

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th September - ‘BIBBA Conference’.  Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, 

Gloucestershire, GL7 6JS.  https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/ 
 

Thursday 25th - Saturday 27th October - ‘National Honey Show’.  Sandown Park 

Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9RT.  www.honeyshow.co.uk.  See article in last month’s 
newsletter. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
https://chichester.ac.uk/brinsbury-show
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.seas.org.uk/info/exhibiting/south-of-england-show-trade-information/
https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/westsussexbeekeepers/
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Des Res for Honeybees 

Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

What lovely weather we had for the Auction this year.  The lots were in the car park all 
in their straight lines awaiting new owners, with Graham’s organisation it all seemed to 
be working like clockwork.  
 
What a range of cakes to choose from.  Naughty ones to alternative healthy eating ones, 
a lot of the healthy eating cakes were still unsold at the close!  They tasted as good as 
the other’s, I must say.  I stood in for Sue Cooper with the plant stall.  Thanks to all the 
plant contributors we had a large selection of plants to offer.  I’m afraid it was the last 

year that Stellar would be supplying the wonderful range of tomato and pumpkin plants. 
 
It seems like a lot of people lost bees this winter/early spring.  Some will only keep one colony despite be-
ing encouraged to keep a minimum of two colonies - they will have to start from scratch, either pay out 
£200 or rely on other members that have taken extra colonies through the winter.  Although some colo-
nies were expected at the auction none turned up.  Please keep an eye on your bees, they could be tar-
geted by rustlers. 
 
Central Sussex has a lot of new members attending apiary meetings.  I heard a comment at the last 

meeting, ‘we need a larger apiary’ - this was nearly into May when the temperature was 7 - 8°C!  It’s hard 

work but very rewarding.  I hope your groups are busy teaching new members this fascinating craft during 

this difficult start to the season. 

 

Melvyn 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

A landowner in Staplefield is offering the use of a two acre 
site which includes a paddock, a newly established orchard, 
vegetable and flower gardens.  Last summer the orchard and 
paddock were covered in clover and bumblebees and soon 
there will be prolific blossom in the orchard.  Flower beds are 
planted with bee-friendly flowers.  There is also an old or-
chard on a neighbour’s property, and plenty of mixed hedge-
rows.  
 
It is suggested that hives could be positioned in one corner 

of the paddock where they could easily be fenced off if necessary.  There is a stable and tack room in the 
paddock where equipment could be stored with direct access into the paddock from the driveway.  
 
If you are interested in this site please contact me in the first instance. 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk   

Artistic impression 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available 

on the website. 
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...and finally 

Sussex (East) BKA Bee Festival - Saturday 19th May 

 

   

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/

